JOINT PARISH COUNCILS STEERING GROUP MEETING

Held at the Memorial Hall, Elsenham

On 30th April 2008

Present: -

Nicholas Baker (Chairman)
Henham Parish Council

Don Sturgeon
Henham Parish Council

Stewart Pimblett (Vice Chairman)
Elsenham Parish Council

Colin Clarke
Elsenham Parish Council

Peter Johnson
Elsenham Parish Council

Petrina Lees
Elsenham Parish Council

Ruth Rawlinson
Stansted Parish Council

David Cross
Ugley Parish Council

David Morson
District Councillor for Henham & Elsenham

Bill Bates
Save Our Villages Website Manager

Ray Gooding



      Essex County Councillor

Brenda Williams
Secretary

Members of the Public:
3 present

Nick Baker opened the 11th Joint Parish Councils Meeting and welcomed members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence  Catherine Dean (District Councillor for Elsenham & Henham), Gordon Fulton – Elsenham Parish Council, Tony Turner - Ugley Parish Council

2.
Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th April 2008 were approved and adopted.

3.
Matters Arising from the Last Meeting

Accuracy of Data Entry into the Limehouse System  As agreed Bill Bates and Chris Bush prepared  a letter which the Chairman signed.  A reply has been received from Roger Harborough and the Chairman requested Chris Bush to précis the content.  Chris Bush advised:  One of our  main objections was the question of representations being grouped together under 5.11 rather than being shown as individual objections to each of  the four options.  Mr Harborough’s reply is really to the effect that the intention is that those people  raising a general point would go under 5.11.  What has happened  since this letter has been received  in effect is that people making general comments are now being logged under the actual options,  so  it has had the effect we wanted.  However Roger Harborough makes the point in the final paragraph  that although they may be doing it right now, he is not prepared to have his team go back on what has already been entered .  In actual fact it is somewhere between 10 and 15 representations  affected, so it is not a huge number but a matter of principle, as if they had gone on logging under 5.11, it would have made a difference.  Chris Bush suggested that perhaps we should let sleeping dogs lie unless they become resilient on this particular point.

Roger Harborough also referred to  whether option three could be regarded as option 4  and vice versa. He made the point that as far as Elsenham Parish Council’s submission  was concerned because they have specifically made the point that they saw option 3 as really  a part of Option 4,  they were prepared to accept that it was specifically stated in the Parish Councils objections but he does concede that they will be open to the possibility of interpreting an objection to option 4 as an objection to option 3,  and he just really give us some degree of re-assurance that they will be looking at  the issues raised under those two options when they are doing their technical work.    Roger Harbough summed up in his letter by saying he sees the principal purpose of  Limehouse to be that people can actually see what the respondents have said.   However Chris and Bill  have noticed in the last few days that respondents names are going on the system but they are not actually putting any data in, and they are not putting  the letters on.  They told Bill they were scanning the letters in so they could précis  comments and put them on the public side of the system.  Chris Bush intends writing to Roger Harborough asking why this is and see what his response is.  Chris and Bill will continue to monitor the system. 

Peter Johnson said on the question of the scanning, he felt it is matter of  lack of resources,because in John Mitchell’s report to the Full Council on 22 April on the Eco Town he talks about  risk analysis and made the statement that the Council does not have the staff to handle this, the G2 application, the Core Strategy and the  high District Council workload   and Peter feels the scanning is basically something they have decided to set to one side because they do not have the staff to do it.  

Petrina Lees is currently investigating whether Uttlesford District Council are actually required to put representations on the Limehouse System and will report back on this.

David Lock -  Conflict of Interest  Don Sturgeon continuing investigations. 

Public Relations   Don Sturgeon advised the whole matter of the PR will be discussed tomorrow.  Very reputable firms have come forward but have not been approached as yet but we have it on good authority that they are experts in this particular field.
4.  
Considersation of Working Group Consultation Document  Advice for Response to Eco Town Consultation, the Working Group  Petrina, Peter, Bill, Don and Fiona had prepared a very comprehensive document which was a very arduous and difficult task.  The document was circulated to those present and the Chairman went through the various headings.  Petrina advised Roger Harborough has expressed his willinness to go through the document with us in case we have missed something and the  ECC Planning Officer has also offered to assist.  It was agreed in principle to adopt the document.  It was agreed to circulate quickly to Roger Harborough through Petrina, to Head of  ECC Planning  through Ray Gooding and to Geoff Gardner through Nick Baker for their comments.  Petrina Lees felt the short version needs to be smaller, agreed to get advice on paraphrasing to shorten the document.  Copies of the final document to be emailed to other Parish Councils for them to use and the document will be available on the Save our Villages website.  Agreed to polish up the main document and do more work on the short version.  Documents to be ready for the third week in May.  At this point Ray Gooding  left the meeting for another appointment.
5.
UDC diary of meetings through until 30 June 2008  David Morson advised:  13 May Annual Council Meeting.  Environment Meeting 17th June, the  only opportunity where the Council will report to the members recommending  the District Council’s  response to the Eco Town proposal.  North or South Community Forums or Area Panel Meetings  (to be confirmed)

6.
Review of Working Group activities  Don Sturgeon reported:  One of the missing  Save Our Villages Signs was found in a ditch.  Yesterday he accompanied Observer photographer round various locations in the village, a number of photos were taken.  Begging letter to be drafted which will form part of the pack when the canvassers go round.  This may possibly state an amount rather than give as much as you can.  £5.00 per house was suggested.  Require more signs to replace those that have gone missing,  will try to find higher or more secure locations for them.  PR has done quite well in the last few weeks.  Need to be thinking what we can do to get front page coverage in the Observer and TV cover again.  Rounders Match 1 June, Save our Village Quiz in June.

7.
Membership and funding re. Stansted Parish Council  Stansted Parish Council  had requested Don Sturgeon to attend their meeting to explain about funding and where the money will be spent.  After discussion Petrina Lees agreed to attend Stansted Parish Council Meeting on 7th May.  SPC will be having a Public Meeting to discuss the Eco Town proposal, no date has been set.
8.
Any Other Business  Judicial Review -  Nick Baker advised he was disappointed to report the Judge has ruled that as the consultation has not finished this cannot proceed.

9.
Date of Next Meeting 22nd May  Colin Clark and Stewart Pimblett gave their apologies.

