Save our villages - Young persons' petition 

We, the children who have signed below, petition Uttlesford District Council to drop options 3 & 4 for a major new housing estate between Elsenham and Henham and ask them to protect our countryside, health and quality of life. 

Please may I present this petition to the council on behalf of more than 500 young people who signed it because we are against options 3 and 4 in the preferred options consultation. 

Many of the children who signed this petition have lived here all their lives. The decision the council makes now will impact our generation the hardest, because we are the ones who are going to have to live with it, so please do listen to our comments. 

Building big housing estates will destroy our precious villages. In small rural communities people help each other, everyone knows each other, and we don't want to lose that. 

New towns don't work. So why would it work here? The kind of high density housing you are planning on building does not fit in the countryside. People need room to spread out, and cramming as many houses in as possible doesn't allow any gardens or space for children to play. When villages grow naturally the houses are built bit by bit and are all different, and the people who live in them are all different too. 

We haven't been shown any plans about whether there will be schools, dentists, doctors, a police station, a hospital or other key services. The new settlement in option 4 is just a massive housing estate. I have read nothing that sounds like a real community. These kind of services can't be made up as it goes along - it needs to be planned out before-hand. 

Elsenham and Henham have small roads. How will the people from all these new houses get to work and school? Getting to Stortford will be a major problem, especially going through Stansted. How will cars get to the Al20 or the Mil? What new roads will there be? Because again, you haven't made any plans. Trains from Elsenham are already scarce, meaning children have to wait up to % hour to catch a train from Bishop's Stortford. How will the trains cope with all the new people? 

The land surrounding Elsenham and Henham is beautiful and part of our landscape, and that's how it should stay! English countryside should be protected for us and for our children. If development like this goes ahead there won't be any left! 

We worry that our concerns will be ignored. Adults promise things and then make excuses for why they cannot do what they promise. The council promised to protect our countryside and villages but now you are trying to destroy it. 

The majority of people said they opposed a single settlement. They preferred houses to be spread throughout the whole area. Why are you not listening to us? All our villages could withstand a few new houses, instead of destroying Henham and Elsenham completely. 

We need to make sure that we do the right thing. We don't think option 4 is the right thing to do, which is why my generation will fight this scheme and continue to remind you that you work for us and our future! 

Alice Brooks 15 Henham 

