JOINT PARISH COUNCILS STEERING GROUP

21st September 2011
The Rt.Hon.Sir Alan Haselhurst, M.P

House of Commons

London SW1A OAA

Dear Sir Alan,

I am writing to you in my capacity as Chairman of the Joint Parish Councils Steering Group formed by the Parish Councils of Stansted, Newport, Elsenham, Henham, Ugley and Widdington. At a meeting last week the Group asked me to write to you expressing the disquiet the National Planning Policy Framework is causing us. I know the Framework is currently in the consultation stage, and I can assure you that we are responding with our strongly held views. However it is difficult to understand where the Government is coming from with its planning policies at present and we were wondering if you would be able to caste more light on the subject, and perhaps put our minds at rest.
You have supported our campaign for the past 4 years to stop large scale development between Henham and Elsenham. The meeting with Grant Chapps certainly left the community with the belief that, should the Conservatives regain power, then the Labour ‘top down’ housing figures would be abolished and a community led approach would be the order of the day. We were noted changes when the Localism Bill was first published and it seemed that all was well, albeit under the guise of localism, neighbourhoods will be able to draw up plans for more development, but not less, and that local businesses will be able to hijack this supposedly democratic process to push through plans that benefit only their bottom line.. Now we have this new Framework which seems to introduce a ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’.
We would be grateful for some clear explanation as to the reasons why the Government has made such significant changes in its approach to housing development from that presented by Grant Shapps. 
Yours sincerely

Nick Baker

