Letter to Editor

Rally of Elsenham & Henham Residents at the Council Offices

The fact that over 80 people came to the Council Offices on Friday lunchtime, 11 January, to present petitions and letters against Option 4 sends a very clear message of the strength of feeling that the residents of Elsenham & Henham have about protecting and safeguarding their communities from proposed developments.  These, if carried through, would undoubtedly devastate the beautiful rural nature of the places in which they live. 

They were met by Cllr. Barker who was very gracious in her comments and acceptance of the petitions.  However, it is also true to say that this is not the only reason why there was a turn out in such numbers.  It is also to highlight gross dissatisfaction that residents feel about the origins and flimsily unsubstantiated choice of Elsenham & Henham as locations for these proposed developments. T he demonstrably flawed process by which it emerged as the Council's Preferred Option, the lack of substantial infrastructural evidence on which these proposed developments could adequately function and the inefficient choice and management of the consultation process were also key issues. 

Moreover, what is even more galling has been the Administration's refusal to listen and act in a way that would have created a consensual way forward on these matters. Let us hope that the presence of so many people together with concern against these proposals from other parts of the District, will lead to a rethinking of the position in the light of Cllr.. Barker's meeting the people and do what the only sensible thing. That is to go back to the drawing board and base this unwelcome imposition of housing by central government on consensus and sound planning principles.  This will have the support of the Liberal Democrat Group. It is not too late for change. 

Cllr David Morson 

Crow Street, Henham 

