Joint Parish Council Meeting

Held at OSCA

11th October 2007 

Discussion of actions,options and proposals to prevent a major housing development between Elsenham and Henham

Present

Martin Nicholson (Chair)                         Henham Parish Council

Nick Baker                                               Henham Parish Council

Ruth Rawlinson                                        Stansted Parish Council

Chris Bull                                                 Broxted Parish Council

Tony Turner                                             Ugley Parish Council

Davis Cross                                              Ugley Parish Council

Gordon Fulton                                          Elsenham Parish Council

Colin Clarke                                             Elsenham Parish Council

John Oswin Smith                                    Newport Parish Council

David Morson                                          Uttlesford District Council

1.      Welcome

Martin Nicholson welcomed everybody to the meeting, he explained that the objective was to update everybody on the present situation and discuss the next steps.

2.      Introductions 

All councillors present signed an attendance sheet with their contact telephone numbers and e mail addresses.

3.      Where are we now.

David Morson outlined the situation. He began by reminding everybody that it had all started with a meeting of the Uttlesford Environmental Committee on the 4th September 2007. At that meeting the planning officers had submitted an options paper outlining 3 options for the placement of 4200 houses in various locations across the District. Councillor Ketteridge, leader of the majority Conservative Group and an ex officio of the committee had introduced a new 4th option to place 3000 of the houses at a new settlement between Elsenham and Henham. This option was not documented or researched in the options paper. The Environment Committee adopted this 4th option  and endorsed it as the preferred option for submission to the full Uttlesford District Council. Conservative members of the committee voted in favour, Lib Dems and independents voted against, the Conservative Chairman’s casting vote carried the proposal. It also became apparent that the Conservative party had held a meeting on 27th September where Option 4 was discussed and agreed.  

The Parish Councils of Henham and Elsenham joined forces in condemning the processes that were used to arrive at this decision. Public meetings were called in both Henham and Elsenham attended by many hundreds of parishioners. A meeting of the Uttlesford District South West Panel was called, again attended by hundreds of parishioners, who condemned the processes and asked Uttlesford District Council to think again. The Lib Dems ‘called in’ the motion passed at the Environment Committee and took the matter before the Uttlesford Councils Scrutiny Committee for consideration. The meeting of the Scrutiny Committee took place, again before many hundreds of parishioners. Having heard the evidence the Scrutiny Committee voted 4-3 against the motion, the Conservatives voting their 4 members against the 3 opposition members. The suspicions are that the conservatives were ‘whipped’.

Councillor Ketteridge, against such overwhelming public disgust said that he would take all 4 options to the full council as ‘preferred options’. 

At the full Council Meeting on 9th October, again attended by hundreds of the public, the announcement was made that the suggestion made by Councillor Ketteridge at the Scrutiny Committee was unconstitutional and could not be taken forward. Therefore the proposals made by the Environmental Committee on 4th September would stand. However, subsequently, the Lib Dems have managed, through another council process, to bring the matter back to the next Environmental meeting on 30th October. If the Environment Committee endorses the proposal, a 2 month period of consultation across Uttlesford would start. The meeting was very aware that this consultation would involve all residents and businesses across Uttlesford ,and not just those affected by the development.

The make up of the Environmental Committee is as follows

Conservative

Susan Barker (Chair)  cllrbarker@uttlesford.gov.uk
Mr S Anjum                cllranjum@uttlesford.gov.uk
Mr K R Artus              cllrartus@uttlesford.gov.uk
Mr Chamberlain          cllrchamberlain@uttlesford.gov.uk
Mrs Cheetham             cllrcheetham@uttlesford.gov.uk
Mr Down                     cllrdown@uttlesford.gov.uk
Mr Howell                   cllrhowell@uttlesford.gov.uk
Ms H J Mason              cllrmason@uttlesford.gov.uk
There are 5 other members including Lib Dems and Independents.

4. Actions

The meeting after some discussion agreed the following actions. 

· The Local Government Ombudsman would now be involved. A letter of official complaint would be sent. Henham PC would write the letter

· The Freedom of Information Act would be invoked to discover the documents behind the ‘option 4’decision. Henham PC had already written to Cllr Ketteridge and the CEO of Uttlesford District Council asking them to preserve the documents. Henham PC would now write to both bodies again to ask for the documents.

· Lawyers had been identified who specialise in this type of case. It was agreed that a preliminary meeting with lawyers would go ahead to discuss the possibility of legal action including judicial review of the ‘option 4 ‘decision.

· Town and Country planners would be identified to advise the parish Councils on the merits or otherwise  of both options 3 (1440 house for Elsenham) and option 4.

· Liaison with the successful ‘Stop the Harlow North’ campaign would take place to establish best practice 

· Ugley, Stansted and Elsenham Parish Councils had already agreed to allocated funds from their precepts to fight option 4. Henham, Newport and Broxted would seek authority from their councils. Legal advice had already been taken that this was a proper use of Parish Council funds.

· All Parish Councils would encourage Parishioners to e mail the conservative members of the Environment Committee to ask them to think again about option 4. They would also encourage parishioners to attend the Environment meeting on 30th October at 1930 hrs. 

Nick Baker

01279 850745

