



JOINT PARISH COUNCIL STEERING GROUP MEETING

Held at the Memorial Hall, Elsenham 6th March 2008

Present:

Nick Baker (Chairman)

Henham Parish Council

Stewart Pimblett


Elsenham Parish Council

Colin Clarke



Elsenham Parish Council

Peter Johnson



Elsenham Parish Council

Petrina Lees



Elsenham Parish Council

Gordon Fulton



Elsenham Parish Council

Brenda Williams


Elsenham Parish Council

Don Sturgeon



Henham Parish Council

Bill Bates



Henham Website

John Oswin Smith


Newport Parish Council

Ruth Rawlinson


Stansted Parish Council

David Cross



Ugley Parish Council

David Morson



Uttlesford District Council

Members of the Public:  2

1. Apologies for absence    Cllr Catherine Dean, Tony Turner, Ugley Parish Council

2. Approval of the Minutes of the last Meeting  The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th February 2008 were approved and adopted.

3. Declarations of Interest of Members  None

4. Judicial Review Update  
David Morson left the meeting

Have submitted our position as an interested party.  UDC have to put in a defence claim, have heard nothing on that.  It is hoped the Indemnity will be concluded tomorrow.  Now wait to see the defence and the decision of the hearing.

David Morson returned to the meeting

5.  Legal Advice re. Unanswered questions by UDC  The question of whether UDC are legally obliged to answer the questions raised by residents in their response to the consultation document was discussed.  Agreed to approach the Essex Association of Local Councils for a legal view.  BW to contact EALC.

6.  Resources to check accuracy of the Limehouse data entry from residents letters  Mr & Mrs Bush had prepared a briefing note  on which Mr Bush gave a detailed reported.  The representation submitted by EPC has been coded as supporting Option 1 and Objecting to Option 4, but objections to  Options 2 and 3 have not been recorded, despite this being pointed out.  EPC to Complain to UDC.   Mr Bush stressed that close vigilance is essential and that Respondents should be urged to check carefully that their intentions have been accurately recorded in the Limehouse system.  The Chairman thanked Mr and Mrs Bush for all the work they are doing.  

Mr Bates  and Mr Bush are keeping a note of all the errors which could be used as evidence at a later date.  The question of whether they would like additional help was raised, but they felt they were managing at present.  The Chairman expressed the heartfelt thanks of the JPCSG to Mr Bates and Mr Bush.

David Morson advised the LDF will report back to the Environment Committee on 11 March.  It was felt the problems with the Limehouse System should be put before the Committee.  Mrs Lees will speak at the Environment Committee Meeting on 11th March.

7.  Disccusion re. Effect on local property of “Save Our Villages” signs  It was reported that one or two people in Henham who are trying to sell their properties have asked if it is time to take down the Save our Villages Signs.  Their request was considered, and whilst we have sympathy with their position, there are other signs around the villages, Stop Stansted Expansion for example.

8. General discussion in preparation for the Sir Alan Haselhurst’s meeting on 13 March 2008  The Working group had produced letters which were sent to the Clerks of all the Parish Councils, have had little response so far.  The general view of the meeting was for a fair percentage dispersal of affordable housing round the villages.  Stewart Pimblett and Nick Baker will attend the meeting on 13th March.  Stewart Pimblett will email a report to members of the JPCSG following the meeting.

9. Update on financial position  Peter Johnson gave a report on the current position.  Don Sturgeon advised the cost of the Indemnity for the Judicial Review so far is £3,900, in addition to this will be the costs of the indemnity, so should be within the £5,000 estimate.  Save our village posters and 4 large banners are being made at the moment.  The question of whether further leaflets should be put out to all households will be taken forward to the Working Group.  It was proposed by Petrina Lees and seconded by Don Sturgeon that the Working Group has a budget and they are allowed to spend up  to £1,000.  Agreed

10. Any Business for next meeting  

Feedback from Alan Haselhurst meeting.  
11. Date of Next Meeting  Agreed to meet again in one months time.

The meeting closed at 7.05pm

