U N A D O P T E D


JOINT PARISH COUNCILS STEERING GROUP MEETING

Held at the Memorial Hall, Elsenham

On 10th April 2008

Present: -

Nicholas Baker (Chairman)
Henham Parish Council

Don Sturgeon
Henham Parish Council

Stewart Pimblett (Vice Chairman)
Elsenham Parish Council

Gordon Fulton
Elsenham Parish Council

Peter Johnson
Elsenham Parish Council

Petrina Lees
Elsenham Parish Council

Ruth Rawlinson
Stansted Parish Council

John Oswin Smith
Newport Parish Council

Tony Turner
Ugley Parish Council

David Cross
Ugley Parish Council

David Morson
District Councillor for Henham & Elsenham

Bill Bates
Save Our Villages Website Manager

Visitors
Cllr. Ray Gooding, Essex County Councillor

Members of the Public:
5 present

Nick Baker opened the Joint Parish Councils Meeting and welcomed members of the public.

1.
Apologies for Absence

Brenda Williams (Secretary) and Catherine Dean (District Councillor for Elsenham & Henham)

2.
Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2008 were approved and adopted.

3.
Declarations of Interest of Members


None

4.
Matters Arising from the Last Meeting


Public Petition to Uttlesford District Council Scrutiny Committee


The petition was accepted by the Scrutiny Committee and discussed by it members.  The discussions appeared to be fragmented and confused, with councillors have disparate opinions on both the merits and validity of holding a review of the Local Development Framework (LDF) processes and procedures used by the District Council, particularly as the LDF was ongoing.  The Scrutiny Committee agreed that the review would be ‘left on the table’ and it would return to a review of the LDF, its processes and procedures at a later date – probably once the current LDF had been completed.  However, in the short-term, the Environment Committee would examine the issues relating to the LDF.

5.
Legal Advice re. Unanswered Questions to Uttlesford District Council


It was noted that Geoff Gardner (Planning Consultant to the JPCSG) had confirmed the view of the NALC that Uttlesford District Council does not have a statutory duty to respond to questions received from the public.
6.
Accuracy of Data Entry into the Limehouse System


Bill Bates and Chris Bush are currently drafting a suitable letter for the Steering Group to send to the Policy Team at Uttlesford District Council.
7.
Eco-Town Proposals & Plans for the Way Forward


Don Sturgeon reported on the press conference and impromptu rally held at Elsenham Station car park on Friday, 4th April and attended by Sir Alan Haselhurst, District councillors, the Chairmen of Elsenham and Henham Parish Councils and members of the public.  Anglia Television and members of the local press attended and interviewed Sir Alan, local councillors and members of the public.  The responses from Uttlesford District Council (UDC) appeared ambivalent, but nevertheless stated its opposition to an Eco-town at Elsenham and Henham.  One Conservative councillor did appear to comment that should an Eco-town be located at Elsenham and Henham, then it was also possible that the other 4,200 houses allocated to the District, could also be added to the Eco-town housing numbers.


Cllr. David Morson commented that UDC were opposed to an Eco-town settlement anywhere in Uttlesford district, and that if an Eco-town were to Elsenham/Henham, then UDC would have to find locations for the whole of the 4,200 homes allocated by the LDF requirements.  It was also rumoured that The Fairfield Partnership had approached Go East during 2007 regarding its application to government for an Eco-town development at Elsenham and Henham and had received a favourable reaction from Go East.  It was recommended that this rumour should be investigated further.


David Morson also reported that a motion was to be put to the forthcoming full Uttlesford Council meeting (22nd April) by the Conservatives members that the Council totally opposes the development of an Eco-town to the north east of Elsenham and will campaign for its removal from the Government’s Eco-towns short-list.


It was noted that in opposing Option 4 of the LDF, the Save Our Village campaign and residents responses had highlighted the total lack of local infrastructure/resources to support the proposed 3,000 new homes settlement.  However, with a new Eco-town development, the issues of lack of local infrastructure were no longer valid, as the Government will ensure that this is provided.  Therefore, other arguments and reasons will need to be used when responding to the Eco-town consultation.


Cllr. Ray Gooding expressed concerns that one criterion for an Eco-town is that 60% of the (new) residents should be employed by local businesses associated with the new eco-settlement.  It is clear that the Stansted Airport is the only local employer capable of providing this level of new employment.  Essex County Council take the view that a new Elsenham/Henham Eco-town is strongly linked with the proposed airport expansion and 2nd runway at Stansted, to which the County Council is opposed.


Cllr. Gooding also suggested that members of the JPCSG could liaise with residents affected by the proposed Hanley Grange (near Hinxton / Duxford) Eco-town settlement.


Cllr. Gooding also advised that he was not clear as to the precise role that Uttlesford District Council will have in the planning decisions relating to an Eco-town settlement.  It is possible that Government will take high-level responsibilities away from local councils (e.g. the selection of Eco-towns and their locations).  Thus, Uttlesford could have no direct decision-making involvement in the selection and be unable to reject the location of an Eco-town within the District on planning grounds.  Cllr. Gooding stated that he wished to support the opposition to an Eco-town at Elsenham/Henham.


Nick Baker advised that prior to the Scrutiny Committee meeting, he had been advised by the planning consultant to the Boxted Wood, Stebbing development that if UDC continues to maintain Option 4 as its preferred option for the LDF, then - in his opinion – there is a strong possibility that Elsenham/Henham will be chosen as one of the new Eco-town settlements.


Nick Baker advised that he had recently spoken to Geoff Gardner regarding the Governments Eco-towns consultation and the JPCSG should consider the following points.

· JPCSG should consider employing the services of a professional PR consultant to advise and present the JPCSG views/position to Government, the media, etc.

· Responses to the Eco-towns consultation could be based upon the original Geoff Gardner case and arguments used to object to UDC’s LDF (Option 4) proposals.  However, the case against the Eco-town proposals will need to be supplemented by arguments drawn from the three (3) Eco-town related documents circulated to JPCSG members  
.

· Numbers of responses to the consultation are important.  Letters should be written by residents voicing opposition and stating reasons against Elsenham/Henham location.

· Strategic issues that relate to the Elsenham/Henham Eco-town location, etc. need to be addressed in detail.  Careful scrutiny of the developer’s publications, plans, proposed solutions, etc. needs to be carried out in order to formulate the case for opposing the Eco-town settlement.

Eco-Towns Task Group
It was proposed that a Task Group be established to scrutinise all relevant documents, developer’s plans, etc. in order to identify key arguments to use in formulating a response to the Eco-towns consultation.  Agreed that there is an urgent need to establish how best to advise Elsenham and Henham residents on their written responses.

The following members volunteered to serve on the Task Group: -

Nick Baker, David Morson, Petrina Lees, Don Sturgeon, Bill Bates and Peter Johnson.


It was noted that the Government’s Eco-towns consultation has now begun and will run up until 30th June 2008.

8.
Working Group Report


David Lock (Planning Consultant)


Don Sturgeon reported that David Lock, whose company, David Lock Associates have been acting as a consultant to The Fairfield Partnership, the named developers for the proposed Eco-town to the north east of Elsenham, has also been acting as an advisor to the Government in its plans for establishing 10 Eco-towns.  It is considered that his dual role of consultant to The Fairfield Partnership and as an advisor on Eco-towns to the Government has resulted in a conflict of interest, and is therefore considered to be prejudicial in nature.


For a ‘due diligence’ study to be conducted professionally, the estimated cost is £5,000 + VAT and would be carried out within a timescale of 15 working days.


Following discussions regarding the feasibility / desirability / effectiveness of commissioning a ‘due diligence’ study of David Lock and his possible conflicts of interest, it was agreed that members consider the matter further, for possible review at the next meeting.


Use of a Professional Public Relations Company


Don Sturgeon advised that to employ a professional PR company to represent the interests of the JPCSG in its opposition to the proposed Eco-town development would cost approximately £5,000 per month.


Previously, Andrea Barlow and Claire Walker had both offered their services in assisting the JPCSG with its public relations, the media, etc. when opposing the LDF proposals.  It was agreed that Don Sturgeon approach Andrea and Claire as to whether they will be will to help with PR matters relating to opposition to the Eco-town.


Cllr. Ray Gooding suggested possible co-operation between the JPCSG and the Essex County Council’s Press Office in matters of publicity, PR, etc.

Public Meetings – Proposed Eco town at Elsenham / Henham


Don Sturgeon advised that two public meetings have been organised to take place on Wednesday, 16th April at Henham Village Hall (at 6.00 p.m.) and at Elsenham Village Hall (at 8.00 p.m.).


A draft agenda for the public meetings had been prepared and was circulated to members.


It was agreed that the listed agenda items be presented by the following members.


3.
Update on Option 4
David Morson


4.
Details on Elsenham/Henham Eco-town proposals
David Morson &




Don Sturgeon


5.
Advice from JPCSG’s Legal and Planning Consultants
Nick Baker


6.
Recommended Actions by the Parish Councils
Don Sturgeon


7.
Recommended Actions by the Communities
Don Sturgeon


8.
Current Financial Position
Peter Johnson



Funding and Fundraising
Don Sturgeon &




Petrina Lees


Don Sturgeon advised that 1500 leaflets/flyers had been printed to advertise the forthcoming public meetings and needed distribution to Elsenham and Henham residents.  Petrina Lees volunteered to co-ordinate the distribution in Elsenham, and Bill Bates in Henham.

9.
Financial Report


No known changes to the financial position since the last meeting (3rd April).  An up-to-date financial situation will be required from the Henham Parish Council Treasurer before the public meetings.  Nick Baker agreed to liaise with Treasurer.

10.
Any Other Business


It was proposed that Cllr. Ray Gooding become a member of the JPCSG committee.  Agreed unanimously.


Suggested that Elsenham and Henham residents be encouraged to attend the next Uttlesford Full Council meeting, to be held on Tuesday, 22nd April where the proposed Eco-town settlement will be discussed.


Stewart Pimblett proposed that an ‘Open to the Public’ item be included in all future agendas of the JPCSG.

11.
Date of the Next Meeting


Wednesday, 30th April at 7.30 p.m. in the OSCA hall in Henham

There being no other business, the meeting was closed.

�	Eco-towns, Living a greener future (Department for Communities and Local Government, April 2008)


	News Briefing – Eco-towns: threat or opportunity (CPRE, 14th February 2008)


	Eco-towns Prospectus (Department for Communities and Local Government, July 2007)
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