JOINT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held at OSCA 1st November 2007

Present:

Nick Baker    


Henham Parish Council

Don Sturgeon


Henham Parish Council

Owen Griffith


Henham Parish Council

Ruth Rawlinson        

Stansted Parish Council

Chris Bull                   
            Broxted Parish Council  

Tony Turner

            Ugley Parish Council

Betty Francis


Ugley Parish Council  

Stewart Pimblett

Elsenham Parish Council

Peter Johnson


Elsenham Parish Council

Gordon Fulton


Elsenham Parish Council

Colin Clarke


Elsenham Parish Council

Petrina Lees


Elsenham Parish Council

Brenda Williams

Elsenham Parish Council

John Oswin Smith

Newport Parish Council  

J. Tissot


Quendon & Rickling Parish Council

David Morson


Uttlesford District Council

1.
Update from previous meeting  Nick Baker reported: A letter was sent to the Local Government Ombudsman ten days ago, a verbal reply has been received,  and they will be writing.  Letters have been sent to Cllr Ketteridge and the CEO of Uttlesford District Council asking them to preserve the documents.  Have had an acknowledgement from the CEO advising this has been passed to the  relevant department for the discovery of the documents.  Liaison with the `Stop the Harlow North` campaign has not yet been followed up.

2.
Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting   The Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th October were approved.

3.
Election of Chairman  It was proposed by Peter Johnson and seconded by Gordon Fulton that Nick Baker is elected Chairman.  Agreed.

4.
Election of Vice Chairman  It was proposed by Colin Clarke, and seconded by Tony Turner that Stewart Pimblett is elected Vice Chairman.  Agreed.

5.
Election of Treasurer   Henham Parish Council will speak to their Treasurer to see if she is prepared to run the accounts for this joint committee.

6.
Election of Secretary     It was proposed by Don Sturgeon and seconded by Colin Clarke  that Brenda Williams is elected Secretary.  Agreed.

7.
Where we are at the moment  David Morson advised following the decision at the Environment Committee Meeting last Tuesday we now have a six week consultation period which starts on 30 November and ends on 11 January.  An objection has been made on the grounds that this six week period falls between Christmas and New Year and UDC have been asked to think again.  No reply back on that.  Catherine Dean has suggested a meeting with Roger Harborough in order that we are aware of what the situation is.  Nick Baker asked when will we have sight of the Consultation Document.  David Morson will raise this at UDC Workshop Meeting on Saturday.

8.
Fund Raising Issues  Peter Johnson reported that the EALC had confirmed the following points regarding the forming, activities and funding of a Joint Parish Councils committee : -

· It is legal for Councils to devolve power to either a committee or, to another authority (LGA 1972 Sect. 101).

· It is important to formulate clear terms of reference for the Joint Committee.

· Need to decide which Parish Council will be host and to which Parish Council will powers be devolved.

· All rules and regulations that apply to Parish Councils and committees will also apply to the Joint Committee.

· The Financial Regulations will determine how Joint Committee funds are managed.

· A councillor must chair the Joint Committee (remember the rules regarding if the Chair is present, then the Chair must preside).

· The Joint Committee may appoint non-councillors, but these persons will be non-voting members of the committee.

· Funding of activities may use LGA 1972 s. 111 powers.  Unless activities end up in an Inspection in Public, when LGA 1972 s.222 powers apply.

· Legal and planning consultants/experts costs may be paid under LGA 1972 ss. 111 and 222 powers.

Parish Councils reported on funding as follows:  Henham PC Fully support anything they can legally give from the precept to fight this.  Elsenham PC  Happy to come on board, would require a cap on the amount they contribute.  Ugley PC  Agreed at last PC Meeting to give some funds, their problem small community with small precept.  Stansted PC  Discussed at least PC Meeting, concerned about how much it will cost, need more information.  If they do agree funds it will be a specific amount and not open ended.

9.
Appointment of Solicitor     Don Sturgeon reported:  A meeting took place with Bevan Brittain,  they have already done a little work aimed at getting our situation across to the Environment Committee last Tuesday.  They sent letters  to the Chairman of the District Council and the Chair of the Environment Committee and to Cllr Ketteridge.  Don Sturgeon spoke to the Deputy Chief Executive who confirmed he was in receipt of the letter.   The letter was based on the fact that they have not followed due process and the way in which the fourth option was introduced.   This letter was mentioned three times at the Environment Meeting on the 30 October, so it had an impact.  Contract has been received from Bevan Brittain, rate £300.00 per hour  Don Sturgeon in the process of trying to negotiate the rate down.  Based on the information they have sent so far things are looking quite well in our favour.  To arrive at a situation where we have advice on our legal position would cost say £3,000.00.  Seeking approval that Bevan Brittain should continue through to that stage.  The meeting approved the appointment of Bevan & Brittain as our solicitors. It was stressed that Nick Baker is the only point of contact with Bevan Brittain and that nobody else under any circumstances writes or telephones Bevan Brittain because as soon as you do the clock starts ticking.  

10.
Appointment of Planning Consultant  Don Sturgeon reported:  Geoff Gardener, who lives in Halstead and was planning officer for ECC, has been recommended.   He has quoted £3,000 for the whole of the consultation period.  Peter Johnson suggested considering Dr. Wendy Le-Las who was recommended by the EALC.  Don Surgeon will arrange a  meeting with Geoff Gardener with two members of the joint committee early next week.  It was agreed providing Geoff Gardener has the right CV and credentials that he is appointed as our Planning Consultant.

11.
Proposal for the way forward and actions required  Agreed to set up Working Party, with two representatives from Henham, two from Elsenham and invite neighbouring Parish Councils to feel free to attend the Working Party if they so wish.  Agreed the Working Party are empowered to co-opt non PC members.  Agreed Don Sturgeon is empowered to organise Working Party as quickly as possible to cover website and publicity.

12.
A.O.B.  Nick Baker will draft terms of reference for the Committee.

The meeting closed at 19.15.

