Chair and members of the environment committee.  

My name is Nick Baker and I chair the Joint Parishes Committee formed to fight large scale development in the Elsenham Henham area. 

It is now three years almost to the day that this committee proposed the now infamous Option 4 as the preferred option for housing allocation in the Local Development Framework process  
We have never discovered to this day the origins of this option, but we have endeavoured through three consultations to show the ‘strong weaknesses’ of this option.  The preferred Option 4 nearly ‘lumbered’ Uttlesford with an eco-town.  Fortunately, the Ministry of Local Government saw the force of the arguments from the huge community response and turned the eco-town down.  Well, things have now changed.  The coalition government has abolished the regional strategies and the top down housing figures with immediate effect.  The latest consultation clearly shows overwhelming opposition to Option 4 and the very fair summary by your own officers shows that the coalition governments promise not to allow large scale development unless it is supported by the local community makes this proposal ‘dead in the water’.

So what now?  Your officers are recommending parking the L.D.F for now whilst a housing need appraisal is carried out.  We can see the sense in this as we always believed the imposed housing figures were grossly exaggerated for a rural district like Uttlesford.  However, the L.D.F. has meant that Henham and Elsenham have been blighted by Option 4 for the past 3 years  This has been hanging over us for too long.  Now you propose another appraisal which will take another year and then enter a further L.D.F. which could take another 2-3 years.  What happens in the meantime?  
The atmosphere the present L.D.F has created has led to a queue of developers fighting to build on their own controlled land throughout the district.  
How will you deal with planning applications whilst the next stages rumble along?   What are the dangers of the appeal processes even if you turn these developers down?  
Are you confident you can hold the position whilst further processes get underway?
We have an excellent SHLAA process already which has identified parcels of land throughout Uttlesford which could be the basis of a strategic and tactical answer to the housing problems.  Small parcels of housing including affordable housing sited in the communities where an influx of residents would reinvigorate schools, pubs, post offices, shops, etc.  
We say it is time the Conservative majority and the Lib Dem minority took an example from the coalition and worked together for the community they represent;  to find a solution to the housing rather than taking polarised positions and writing to local newspapers backbiting at each other.  Please speak to each other.  Compromise.  Find a solution that is agreeable to your constituents.  
We would like to see the present L.D.F scrapped altogether as a discredited process.  We would like to see a housing appraisal completed asap and then some sensible proposals of how we, the parish councils, town councils and the district council can work together to find solutions that will keep the essential rural nature of Uttlesford intact.  Build and re-energise existing communities.  We urge you to start again.  Rebuild bridges with your community.  Work together to heal the divisions that have opened up so badly over the past three years.
